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_ Advertiſement. by the Publiſher. 
Xo SET IE T3 ENS GK 

7 T He following Sermons were taken from the 

Author's Mourh in che Delivery, by ſome who 


were expert in writing Short-Hand, and whoſe In- 
tegrity in this Matter cannot be reaſonably que- 
ſtioned. Theſe Sermons (as well as the fix former - 
1y publiſhed under Mr. Hunter's Name) will approve 
thanſclves to be bis, unto ſuch as heard them, and 
_ * were acquainted with his Stile: Nor will ſuch Per- 
__ © "Jons ſee any Cauſe for ſuſpecting that any undue 
: Freedom has been uſed in preparing them for the 
Preſs. And, for obviating and preventing any 
Stories that have been, or may be ſpread againſt 
the Genuineneſi of theſe three Sermons, and of the o- 
tber fix, che Publiſher takes this Occaſion to declare, 
1 anent the Copies from which all theſe were. printed, 
_—_— that he had Occaſion to put the ſame” into the 
= | FHandsof a Reverend Member of the Aſſociate Preſ- 
Fl <= byrery, who was intimately acquainted with the 
1 Autbor; and who, upon reviſing thoſe Copies of 
| the former fix, and of the preſent three Sermons, de- 
F clated his Satisfaction as to their being genuine. 
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SERMON 15 


Preached at Lintoun, March 
55 . rich, 1739. am 
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Now Moſes kept the Flock of Pes 
Dis Father in Law, the Prieſt of 
| _ Midian: And be led the Flock to 
the Back-Side of the' Deſert, and ay 
came to the Mountain of God, eden 
to Horeb. And the Angel. of the 
Lord appeared unto: Bim in a_ 
Flame of Fire, out of the Midaft of 
a Buſh: Aud he looked, and, Bl. 
hold, the Buſh burned with a 
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holy Scriptures, to illuſtrate and lj 

ſet foirh the Nature and Properties of the 1 
Church; LE in the Words of our Text, = 
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the gets the Denomination of a Buſh, 2 
poor, mean Bramble-Buſh, a deſpicable- 


like · Ereature, that makes à very filly. and 


mean Appearance in the View of the 
World As the glorious Monarch of Hea- 


* 


S FELL a 


ven, when lie appeated on the Stage of © 


this World, to accompliſh the Purpoſes of 
' his Fatheris Love and Grate, made but a 
mean and inſignificant Appearance, far 
from anſwering the carnal Expectations the 
eus had conceived of him, and was e- 


eemed as a tender Plant, and 4 Root 


5 . 


ſpringing aut of a dry Ground, by the, un- 
believing and blind Generation that then 


acted their Part om the Stage of Life, who 
ſaw not the Glory, the Divinity and ra- 
viſhing Excellency: of-his Perſon, concealed. | 


under the Rags, of the human Nature: 


| Juſt ſa does the Spouſe of Chriſt, tho! her 
Lobesarebf Needle: Work, and The be all 
glorious within; tho ſhe be the Seed: Royal 
of Heaven, and has her Deſcent from a- 
bove, make but a mean, filly-. and con- 
temptible-like Appearance in the View" 
and Eſteem of thoſe whom the God of 
this World has blinded: She is as little 
accounted of as a filly Bramble- Buſh, that 


attracts no Man's Regard, engages no 
ONO 


Man's Obſervation. 1 * 
Moſes, in this Chapter, is about his 
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6 thro his Parkes of In 
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to knie Back of the'De Deſert: Ahe „ While © 
thus employed, he ig ptivileged wich 4 ve= / 
ry ſingular Appearance of God. a f 
teach us, that Dili * and Activity in 
our Wi Bufinels ig 2 very commend” - 


Ciach dd S of God d; And that 
even the meaneſt Office in Lite is. by no 
Means”: degrading or diſhonouring to the 
Saints of God; yea, many Times ſuch 


neaneſt Offices, are tvileged with noble 4 
Mani nifeſtations from God, and ſometimes 
raiſed to honourable Kon. Thus . 
ſes, when n keeping 4 Flock of Sheep, has 


and is called to the Office ot a 4 General ane 

eliverer to enſla ved Tribes of Va!!! 
in Egypt. T Thus, again, Bavid was taken 
from tollowin the Ews great. with Young, | 
to ſway the Ser ceptre of 1ſ/ae/, And thus 
Amos, who was of the Herdmen of Tekoah,, 
was "taken from that Off flice,. to declare 
the Will of God to the People of 1ſrael, 
and denounce his Judgments againſt the 


ofes, after he had ſojourned forey 
Lears in the Land of Milian, and, during 
e Time, e kimſelf f in tending 85 
0 | 9 


3 d J 
n 
the Flocks of his Father in Law, is honour 
ed with a Viſion. The Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a Flame of Fire, out of the 
Midſt of a Buſh: And he looked, and, be- 
hold, the Buſh burned with Fire, and the 
Buſh was not conſumed. In which Viſion- - 
this holy Man gets a clear emblematical 
Repreſentation of the Church of Chriſt 
in Egypt, and of the Wilderneſs-Condition _ 
and Situation of the Church of Chriſt un- 
to the End of Time. 8 I 270 
Before I go farther, you may readily ask 
me, Who was this Moſes, that is privileged 
with this extraordinary Appearance of 
Pod? I anſwer, he was a very great and 
Wight Man, who bears a very conſiderable 
__ CiiraRer inthe ſacred Writings. He was, 
in many Things, a noble and illuſtrious 
Type of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. No ſooner 
is Moſes born, than Pharaoh purſues him 
do take away his Life, as is plain from the 
36 bloody Edict paſſed by him, for cutting off 
the male Children of Iſrael. So, afloon 
as the Lord of Glory appeared in, our 
World, wicked Herod purſued him for his 
Life, Again, as Moſes was obliged to fle: 
for his Life to the Land of Midian, ſo the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when but a very young 
Child, is forced to flee to the Land of 
Egypt, for. Preſervation from the Hands 
of bloody Herod, Again, Moſes ran the 
„„ | | Riſque 


7-4 


— 


* 
as aide i. 


 Rifque of his Lite in delivering one of his 
EKinſmen from Death; fo our Lord not 


only ran the Riſque of his Life, but even 


loſt the ſame, in reſcuing his People from 
their ſpiritual Enemies. Again, Moſes ac- 

ted the Part of à Shepherd fot a conſider- 
able Part of his Life; ſo our Lord Jeſus 
_ "Chriſt is by God the Father conſtitute a 
Shepherd, and acts the Part of one to the 

. Sheep of his Paſture, and will do fo till all 
his ele& Flock be brought Home to Glory. 


Again, Moſes was a Redeemer, in ſaving - 


of poor enſlaved Hrael, and ranſoming 
them from the ſad and ſore Bondage they 


groaned under; by the Tyranny of the E- 


- | gyptian Task- Maſters, and their barbarous 
Prince, and in leading them, thro” the Red- 
Sea and Wilderneſs, to the Borders of the 
- -goodly Land of Canaan; fo our Lord Jeſus 

_ Chriſt, a greater than Moſes, delivers his 
People from Sin, Satan, and all their other 
| ſpiritual Enemies; and, under a ſafe Con- 

- voy; leads them thro? all the Straits, Diffi- 
culties and Troubles they can be expoſed 
to in this waſte and howling Wilderneſs, 
unto the heavenly Canaan, that lies on the 
other Side the Jordan of Death. Again, 
as Moſes was the Man to whom the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael always applied themſelves 
in their Doubts and Difficulties; ſo is our 
Lord Jeſus appointed a Counſellor ; and 
hey Lbs: e 
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al who Want their ſpiritual Doubts reſol- 
ved, and their ſpiritual Grievances, re- 
Areſſed, muſt apply unto bim. All Things 
whatſoever ye (hall ask in Prayer, ſays 
Chyrilt, * believing, pe Pall receive, Matth. 
ui, 23, This is my beleved. Son, in whom 7 
am well pleaſed :- Hear ye him. As Pharaoh 
©, commanded the Egyptians, when in Want 


* 


of Cora, to go,to Joſeph, le 'ris.the Puy 
of all, under all their Wants and Preflytes, 
te apply unto the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt. He 
is appointed Heaven's, Lruſtee, to let out 
a ee upon Sinners: And 1 can af 
ure you, that whoever: of you ſhall, by 
Faith, 3pply unto our ſpiritual Joſeph, what- 
ever Four Wants and Neceſſities be, ye 
all andoubtedly, get them all | ſupplied. 
Whatever your Grievances are, come to Je- 
ſus and you ſhall get them all redreſſed. Tis 
laid hefe, that Moſes. led his Flock to the 


5 ads. . 


Bach- Sid of the Deſerr; and in this he is 
© remarkably a Type of Chriſt: For he leads 
his People to the Deſert of Conviction and 
Humiliation. . You read in As ii. that he 
led three, Thouſand Perſons to this Deſert 
in one Day, aud, upon their coming there, 
led 75 alſo to Mount Sion, where they 
got 4 Diſcovery. of Jeſus Chriſt, as their 
"only Saviour. Again, Moſes, came to Ho- 
reb, the Mountain of God. Wherein, may 
ye ſay, was he in that typical of Chriſt? 
95 f | Horeb 


CEN pronounced. 
Mountain, ahd. bore all 
Funiſhment that — 
85 ron nd = 
rs, YOU: that, u 
with bw fiery Fl — | y 
Mount Sinai, — 
get theſe quenched by b 
But t proceed. 


ale Facts 2 


tuation 
laren ef 2 & in 8 
they were o8rievouſ] 


Y' oppreſled 1 and born. 
down by tyrannical, ——— there. 
Tho? they 


Were, in a Manner, b burnt in the 
Fire, and all Means were uſed 


to hear 
them don, and root them out, yer; they 
were got 8 


| y the more they were 
N 6 13 more they grew. 


Their lore: 
fflictions Proved * unto the 
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-1 th the Words reud 25 ur hea 
may wei briefly noriec theſe five Thing 
foll 02 £0189 111 3 ent Tk. 


2212p We: bre; ul emblenatien:Ropreſona 
thribh of the Ohurch of Chriſti Behold; # 
Buſh Gurned;<' Hers the Church, of: Chriſt 
i$-66mpdted te Boſh, ' -A&4:Buſh' is 4 
mtans'I6w; filly: and inſigniffeant Thing; 


1 ke Chutch of Chriſt mates but a! very 


Neider, fie an and deſpitableine Appears 
anes in the View! of 9 blinded 
World. 50 1A pig d! D- 5D 87 723 
. Wa have the Gguinaty State and Cir- 
eumſtanoes bf the: Church, andithat is a 


Duſh buftis wich Fire. The Chureh of 


Chtiſt: is, fer moſt Part; — Flames, either 
al inwatd Flame ruiſed the id Mar 
that dwells 10 their M 2 br an dtt- 


Watd- Flame rsiſed by Heli and Earth. 
»Tis ſonte what ſtt 6 fag the Lot and 
Cofldition f the Lord's People; While in 
her Mifitam Cireurtſtanevs,. ofdered ' by 
their Lord and Ring, ſudulct be fiery 
Tryals and à kotbuttiiig Furhace, There 
ate many Reaſons for this, Weh We Mall 
Whatever 
theit State ad Condition be, Whatever 
Sun ſhine of Proſperity they may be under, 
1 Plies" yet; fer mol Patt; they are in 5 
1 | 


41 CET. is due 
e e their 
Sate Mixed wich a Hery, Beg aeg 


n e 
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Wee Company 4 — Pre 


pete fe __ ass thee Gam 
The ch age tes u A 
Per — Gait 

29! 25 — — zern dai 908, 
— 700 Jon 0 4 bears 
Compan When they, came rod of NR 
5 ns Hai gh 
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* 1 THING abgut hem) was eir 
970 hurt. an Reaſon? 
| Mercy 7 — the Heart of the Eutr 


pace with them. . It Merey, Peliever, 
be in the Huh „ no Matter t "Hell's 
Fla 1ES/ Were in it 1 co 
4. We haye the reatneſs of the Sight 
5 75 y this Ward, behold. Rebold, 4 
burned, 05 —— not con ſumed. Is 
5 * a great Sight to ſee a combuſtible 
ph. green and freſh in the Midſt of 2 


burn- 
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burning fer) LO, it: not LI 
Sight to ' ſee the Clutch ef Chriſt Ein a 
Flame ad yer Walking, like © the*thre 
Children, in the Midſt — Ms 
Nut Harm? Let Hen and Fart X2iſe the 
horteſt Perſeontivh they can; yet the Church 
ot Gbit e otras e 10 0 the Plamès 4 
the che- noble? Nun did, when in th 
burtiing fiery: Futhate!' \\Why yſ0?' Becan 
her! King 1 wilt Thever ars Per not Forfake 
her. Ste ceſt H 300 much to caſt het 


ff, of fejebe Herze notwithſtanding all her 


Fatdes aud Follies, He ll ne ver forfake his 
PST Bah. 92 278 0 491913 oft ene 


5. And hath. We have the Beholder 45 


this great Sight: He is called Moſes.” 
2 a typieal Spebtator of 'this* ty Kare 


elfentation. b e hh, — 
u with müiefb affectionate Corte 

IS intichate in his turning aſide to behold 
it? 88 jeſus Chriſt beholds his Buſh with 
an endtared Cefoern. When he ſaw her 
like! to be burnt up with the Flames of 


Law and Juſtice, he came and quenched the 


ſame with the purple Streams of his own 
bleſſed Blood. Juſtice had a Deht- Bond 
upon the Buſh, and earneſtly craved the 
Payment of che ſame. So the Lord 
Chriſt, becauſe no Payment but that of 
Blood would do the Buſineſs, ſhed his own - 
Blood for clearing the Debt. _— = 
nife 


* 


13 
| Kulte ür Las" aud «Juſtice was juſt go 
to cut the Throat of the elect Work 
Chriſt himſelf was theme Ram that was 
caught in the Thickets of Juſtices atid (0, 
by his Sacrifice, diverted the impending 
Blow from lighting on the poor Sinner. 
Thus, Sirs, the Lord beholds his Buſh 
with an affectionate Concern ; yea; 
ders at her, as Moſer" did. Abd well th 
Men and Angels wonder, when the Lo 
of Glory himſelf wonders at her. And, 


indeed, if che Son of God did not'betiold 


her with this endeartd Concert, ſhe would 
be ſwallowed and burtit up in che Flame. 

Ife Words being thus ſhortly divided 
ander ained, the Rrine natively ariſing 
froth em is this, viz. den 

Dot. That as a fry Furnace; and de- 
vouring Flame, is the otdinaty Lor of- the 
Church of Chriſt, ſo preſerving Merey is 
her Allowance, from her Lord and Head, 


even in this Situation. Behold, here is a 


fest Wonder, a Buſh burn ing, yet not con- 
umed. The Doctrine you lee is complex; 
and tho' it might well be ſplit into two 
Propoſicions, yer I chuſe rather to confine 
It to one; to ſave Time in the Proſecution 


thereof. Now, tho” the Text affords ſuf- 


ficient Proof for the Doctrine, yet, to con- 
firm your Faith in a Matter that is calcu- 
late ſo much for the Faith and Comfort 


of 


Joo, rl e 
0 (PLCDIC, 
the Sabiect : Matter o * 74, 


3à⁊ Perſon my che 
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will be wth thee 5 aud 
— ram ad: + 
how e thre. he Fine, . thou, 5 
buray, e 8 Blame 
The Speaker and Promiſer here 511 
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Jill le with thee; Can any hing — 
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immediately quenched. 
e Buſh would be deliraved, dia hy f 
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bot the River 4 God run thro' ? The 
| Lord will keep it; Teſt any hutt it, he Will 
| keep it Night and Day. That is 4 Akia 
Guard indeed. Tis 38 uf he had ſaid; 1 
the Owner, I the Buyer and Putekuſer of 
this glorious Buſh, am ſo much in Lore 
with it, am fo - much/-e6neernee! for / its 
_ Safety! and: Preſetvation; that 1 will ſes td 
it, I will protect and defend it, Day and 
Night, ftom all Harms and Daidgers. 
What Reaſon have you to fear) Believer, 
What the Furnace be you ate thrown into 
when the Lord ſuperintends and guards 
thee? Truly, ſays the Believer; I am not 
afraid of 4 Fos in Hell; for my Head and 
Husband is my conſtant Guard and Po- 

tectot : The Believer may make à Sh 
tion zhat can tevet tuke Place; Helfe 
lames, the he were in them, would be te 
him what Nebichadieta's flery Futtidce 
was to the thtee hetoick Jews.” They 
would not hart or hatm Him in che leaſt 
one iti the Form of God, and 'who rhiniks i: 
no Robbery to be equal with God; wbuld' beat 
emo ny born bring him Out fate and 
In the Proſetution of the Dodtine; ball 
endeavout to do the following Tings. 
I. 1 Hall ſhew why the Church of Chriſt, 
in this Repreſentarion, is eompated t 
Buſh; TRIS IS HWO'ES eee THO 20 


94 II. Why 


— 


6 
II. 1. Why, to a burning Buſu. 
III., Shew what are theſe. Flames that ; 
endange r: the/Buſl; : 50⁴ . $6524 4 
IV. 1 * how it eomes to * that 
the Church of Chriſt, when in, luck A . 
tuation, is preſerved-. 61e 
V. Manifeſt how it is that our Lord 
Jeſus: Chriſt beholds this Buſh with: _ 
Care and Concern. 
VI. And Jaſtlycapply the oo Mt 
1 return to the; firſt- Thing ee 
namely. To ſhe w why the Church of Chriſt 
is compared, in this emblematical Repre- 
ſentation, to a 'Buſh;; And, upon this 
Head, I all mention: theſe ten Particulars 
following 1 
2 Then, as a Buſh i is that which e 
eth from ſome Seed or/othet, in a Suitable- 
neſs to its Nature; juſt ſo the Church off 
Chriſt, this Buſh, this collective Body of: 
Believers, and every individual Branch 
thereof, are begotten by the Word of 
Grace. Hence, ſays the Apoſtle Peter, 
1 Epiſt. Chap. i. , 23. Ie are born again, 
not ef | corruptible Seed, but - of incorruptible, 
by the 1 of God which liveth and abideth 
There is not a Twig, the leaſt 
Bi in this bleſſed Buſh, but what muſt 
be a new- born Creature of the Seed of 
Grace, the Werd of Truth, the Goſpel 
of our Salvation, T own tis a great My- 
viiWw II | ſtery 
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Faith of the Word of Promiſe has, thro* 
the operating Virtue of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in producing a new Creature in the Soul 
of a Sinner. This to carnal Men appeats a 
fanciful Whim, exceeding the Belief of a 
rational Man. But, will you not believe 
it, becauſe you cannot comprehend it? 
At this Rate, O Man, you may deny all 
Myſtcries of Nature, and much more thoſe 
of Grace, becauſe your ſhallow Reaſon is 
not able to form ſuirable and adequate 
Notions and .Conceptions of them: But, 
are there no Myſteries in ſpiritual Things, 
becauſe you cannot comprehend them? 
Surely there are,  tho* you ſhould remain 
_ eternally. blind, and the Scales of Ignorance 
remain for ever on your Eyes. There are 
many Myſteries in Nature that you know 
as little of as this we are preſently talking 
about, yet you generally believe them: 
And ſurely the one demands as ſtrong and 
firm Faith as the other. Oh! Cry to the 
Lord for the Teachings of his Spirit, that 
he may unfold unto you the Myſteries of 
his Grace, There is not a Child, Sirs, 
born into the World of Grace, but what 
muſt and will be born after this Manner: 
* There muſt be a Word of Grace dropt into 
the Child's Heart, in a Way ſuitable to its 
Nature and Capacity, which, by the con- 
2 e eee 
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Furring Influence of the holy Spirit, will 
roduce a new Creature. And this Word 
f Promiſe is the Seed out of which the 
new Man proceeds, juſt as a Grain of Seed 
grows in your Fields or Gardens, A col- 
feckive Body of Believers do all ſpring and 
grow out of a Word of Grace. I own in- 

deed one Word of Grace may be bleſſed to 

one Perſon, and another Word of Grace to 
another Perſon; yet all theſe Words of 
Grace are one and the ſame in Kind and 
Nature, all the incorruptible Seed of the 
Word. Perhaps, Believer, there is one 
Word bleſſed to thee, and another to thy 
Neighbour ; but tis all the ſame Seed that 
comes from ImmanuePs Land, the Land of 
Glory, whence all the rich and free Pro- 
miſes, whereby the Spirit operates, derive 
their Birth and Being 

Now, Sirs, examine youtſelves, if ever 
you were acquainted with, or Partakers of 
2 regenerating Work upon your Souls. 
Oh! Man, was ever Grace powerfully im- 
planted in thy Soul? If thou art not a 
new-born Plant of Grace, thou doſt not 
belong to the Buſh of Jeſus Chriſt ; thou 
art a wild Bramble to this Day. Examine 
yourſelves, my Friends. Did you never find 
the Plow of the Law turning up the fal- 
low Ground of your Hearts, and the Seed 

of the Promiſe ſown there by the Spirit of 
5 | Grace ? 
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SGrace? Did you ever find the Holy Ghoſt | 


dropping Grace into thy Soul; and when lt 
thy Conſcience was picrced with ſtrong 18 
Law- Terrors, that then a Word of Grace k 
powerfully drew you to Chriſt, and you | i 
accepted of Chriſt, 'and ſo gor your Con- 9 


ſciences paciſied by the Sprinkling of the 1 
Blood of Jeſus upon them; and thus F ait, 
or an active Reception of Chriſt, was the \ 
firſt Breathing of the new Creature within { Mt 
you? But I muſt not inſiſt, Regeneration \ 1 
not being the Subject J am juſt now called 
to diſcourſe upon. „ 
2. The Church of Chriſt is called or 
compared to a Buſh, becauſe, as a Buſh, 
you know, has a Root on which it depends, 
and from which it draws Nouriſhment; ſo 
is it with the Church of Chriſt ; ſhe has 
' the renowned Root of Jeſſe, on which ſne 1188 
depends, and from which ſhe detives all her 1 
piritual Nouriſhmcnt and Growth. As is Wil! | 
vident from what our Lord ſays in John v. 1 
4. Abide in me, and I in you. As the Branch 
cannot bear Fruit of itſelf, except it abide in. 
the Vine : No more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. There is not the leaſt Branch of the 
poor Buſh, that can, by Nature, bring 
forth any ſpiritually good Fruit, unleſs it be 
united to Jeſus Chriſt the living Root, from 
whence all Fruitfulneſs does proceed. The 
greateſt and talleſt Cedar in this Buſh, as 
eh well 
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well as the meaneſt Twig, are all obliged 
to the renowned Root of Jeſſe for their 
Fruittulneſs and Growth, and not to any 
inherent fruitful. Principles of their own. 
Chriſt's myſtical Body, his believing Mem- 
bers, are a vaſt Weight upon him; But, be- 
ing the mighty God, he is abundantly able 


to bear them all. And indeed the Church 


of Chriſt is well born; ſhe is on a ſtrong 
Foundation; ſhe has Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
for her Foundation, and ſo muſt be im- 
moveable. They that would raze the 


Buſh, muſt firſt raze the Root; the one 


muſt go ere the other go. You are but 
ſtark Fools and mad Men that meddle with 
the Buſh of Chriſt, for ſhe ſhall never be 
conſumed. We challenge Men and De- 
vils to wrong the leaſt believing Twig in 


all this Buſh. The Church can never be 


wronged, becauſe Chriſt is engaged to pre- 


ſent her, without Spot, or Wrinkle, or any 


uch Thing, unto the Father, at the laſt Day. 
The Buſh, Sirs, is neatly related to Chriſt, , 
and dearly bought by him too. She is 


united to him as a living Root, and this is 


the proper, the | ſole Foundation, from 
whence all radical Moiſture and Bleſſings 
flow. All the ſpiritual Bleſſings, that are 


the Property of the Church, ſpring from 
this Root alone. If you cannot ſay you 


are united to Jeſus Chriſt, you are yet 
| ; Strangers 


zen and Agreement amon 
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derceſſion wit in the Vail; 


the Members of 
and ſtruggling with one another, 


ib anhers to the Ipiricual 8 P and Juice that 


1S in him. If you have vo Ubion with 


c and ſo miiſt 


needs be in a very diſmal 
tuation. O Sits a5: ou are, by Natur 
bu ted unto Sin and Satan, f 2, Nature, 


to Sin and Satan, ſ 


Root. 33 7 5 
3. Ihe Church or Chriſt js called 
dompared to a Buſh. Why? Re 

uin is not one Branch, but made u 
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ate ſtriving, thro Grace, to hold the Head, 
as the Expreſſion is, Coloſſ. ii. 19. O you 
that are Branches of this Buſh, beware of 
claſhiog with, and daſhing againſt one a- 
nother, conſidering how unſeemly it is to 
behold the Branches deſtroying the Buſh ! 
Tis true indeed, in a ſtormy Wind, the 
Branches united to one and the ſame Root, 
may claſh with, and daſh one againſt an- 
other. So when the Winds of Tempta- 
tions, Afflictions, Perſecutions, and Divi- 
ſions, blow upon this ſpiritual Buſh, the 
Branches will daſh againſt one another. 
But when the Noon-Tide of Glory comes, 
they will better agree. Then Harmony 
and Peace ſhall ſucceed all their hot Diſ- 
putes and fiery. Contentions,. and an un- 
diſturbed Calm poſſeſs their Minds for ever. 
4. The Church of Chriſt is called, or 
compared to a Buſh. Why ? Becauſe a 
Buſh is a mean and low Thing, and makes 
but a ſilly and inſignificant Appearance in 
the World. And what is more deſpicable, 
in the Eyes of the World, than Chriſt's 
Church? Oh! She appears as a very poor 
Society on Earth; hence ſhe is called and 
compared to a lame Woman, leaning on 
ber Beloved. She can but half walk, 
there's in her half Grace, half Sin. Fur- 
ther, ſhe is compared to a Worm: Hence 
our Lord ſays, Fear not Worm Jacob, What 
55 Ig 18 
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is more mean and deſpicable-like than a 
Worm: Nobody notices the filly Worm 
that crawls among their Feet. Tis juſt 
ſo with Believers, the Church of Chriſt; 
the carnal Man does not think them wor- 
thy a Night's Lodging in the Wilderneſs; 
But fear not Worm Jacob, You know e- 
very Foot is ready to trample upon a 
Worm; and the Potentates and Monarchs 
of the World, and ſuch as ſtrut in Pride 
and Magnificence, think their Feet good 
enough tor — and treading upon 
the Lambs of Chriſt: And when they 
don't reſent it, they call them Creatures of 
'a filly whining Spirit : Whereas, did they 
rightly. take it up, they would look upon it 
as an Argument of a truly noble and ex- 
cellent Spirit. Thus the World would 
devour the poor Lambs of Chriſt, and 
trample upon them as ſo many naſty 
Worms under their Feet. But they have 
a Promiſe to buoy up their Heart amidſt 
all the Hardſhips they are expoſed to; 
Fear not Worm Jacob, faith the Lord. Why, 
ſays the Believer, Have I no Reaſon to 
fear? Is not every Foot of crucl Pride a- 
gainſt me? Am I not treated by the World 
as the Mire and Dirt in the Streets? Har 
not Vorm Jacob : Fir 1 am with thee ; I wilt 
ſtrengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the Right- Hand of my 
Os. | 5 Righreowfulſe, 


| Righteouſneſs, o Th And, indeed, tho® | 


Lord is in the Midſt of it, and nearer to 
it chan the devouring. Flame. 
J. The Church of Chriſt is called ot 
compared to a Buſh, Why? Becauſe a 

{h, you. know, is expoſed to manifold 


the Fne be kindled in the Buſh, yet the 
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' Wilderneſs Iryals and Storms. Theres 
hardly a Wind bldws, but the Buſh in the 


Wilderneſs feels it. Juſt ſo is it with the 
Church of Chriſt, - Hence ſaith our Lord, 
O thou. aflified and toſſed with Tempeſts and 
not comforted. In theſe, Words the Lord 
ſpeaks. to his poor Buſh; and he beholds 
her, when thus toſſed and afflicted, with 


Tears of Compaſſion. Our Lord warns 


his. Buſh of Tryals and Tempeſts in this 


' Valley of Tears, John xvi. 33. In the World 


ye Pall have Tribulation. That was ill 
News to the poor Buſh: But there's a 
Cordial to ſupport her amidſt all her Tri- 
bulations, Be of, gad Chear, I have overcome 
the World: Manifold are the Afflictions 


and Tribulations that the People of God 


re expoſed unto in their militant State: 
hey have ſcarce a fair Day and ſerene 
Hour in the whole Journey they are making 


to the Land of Reſt, in the celeſtial Palace. 


Stormy Days, aud toul Weather is their 
general Lot. Vou who are the Branches 


gf this. Fach may lay your Account with 


RESTS Storms 
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6 Storms and, Tempels . 
We tead of the Church's bein compared 
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vine Promiſes, that are all Yea and Amen 
in Chriſt Jeſus, are, as it were, an impreg- 
nable Hedge abour the poor Buſh. And 
there's another Hedge about her, namely. 
the: outer Hedge ot divine © Ordinance: 
and Inſtitutions. '.,. The - Ordinances of 
Chriſt, the Diſcipline and Government, 
which he, as King in Zion, hath inſtituted 
in his Houſe, ſerve for à noble Fence to 
protect the poor Church from the Flames of 
dereſy, and Ettor. And jndeed, Sirs, 


» 
: 


they that would pull down this Hedge, are 
no Friends either to Chriſt ot his W 
They that, under a Pretence of univerſal 
ov and Charity, are for remoying the 
edge of Government and Diſcipline that 
ſurrounds, the Church, will get no Thanks 
from Chriſt; for they are Enemies to him 


1 
— 


and his People, and dethrone him from his 
e While they make him worſe 
than an earthly King, who protects his 
Subjects. O Sirs, ſuch are Enemies to the 
Buſh and its glorious Hedge. Satan him- 
ſelf; could not deny but the Church was 
ſalely hedged and fenced, when he ſays un- 
to the Lord concerning . thou not 
made à Hedge about him, and about his 
Houſe, and about all that he hath” on every 
Side? Thou haſt bleſſed. the Work of his 
Hands, and his Subſtance is increaſed in the 
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Dirtaity out of the Wvarh' of Ba th 
had a Mind to give holy Fob, 4 fruitful 
Branch of this Buſh, a heavy Blow; and 
he argues with his Owner anent it. As if 
he had faid, I cannot teach that Branch of 
the Buſh a Blow, he is ſo well guarded and 
hedged about. Shall I get a' Hit of him? 
T deſpair of getting it to Eternity, in re-. 
Bud he is ſo well fenced and hedged about. 
Thus are the People of Chriſt well guarded 
and protected. The Lord himfelf is cheir 
Fence and Hedge; and, therefore, they can- 
not miſs to be in Safety, amidſt alf their 
Enemies whatever. O Sts. ſeek! to be a- 
mong the Branches of this Buſh, other ways 


er w be over- run by your Enemies, and 
be ſacrificed to glut their vengeful Reſent- 
ments againſt you. None are ſafe but the 
Branches ot Chtiſt's Bun. 
8. The Church of Chriſt is called, or 
compared to a Buſs.” Why? Becauſe'a'Buſb 
like this, which Mofes ſaw, being a Thorn- 
 Buſb, as ſome Divines think, is full of Prick- 
les; ſo that Nobody can touch it without 
bloody Fingers: Juſt ſo is it with the 
Church of Chriſt; ſhe is full of Prickles, to 
hurt and draw the Blood of all ſuch as 
meddle with her. I do not mean here, 
Sirs, a Church that has the Benefit of a ei- 
vil Eſtabliſument. If that could ſecure a 
Church, then the Church of Rome, that 
n | Mother 
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the INE: an, the Height of their | 
Fury and ſent them to their Place appoint= 
ed, Ice ſo many Magort Miſſabibs, while they 
were a Terror to chemſelves, and all a- 
Church and People. And tho? the ſame 
Spirit ſeems to be reviving at this Day, a- 
mong à Set of corrupt Kick - Men, yet let 
them take Care, God will reach them with 
Blow, ſuddenly ſhail they be confounded. 
9% The Church of Chriſt is a ſavoury 
Buſh. Take this Baſh out ot the World 
and it will ſmelllike Hell; there would be 
nathing behind but the Object of God's 
Abhotrence. As leng as the Church of 
Chriſt is in the World, that Sun will ſhine 
on the Inhabitants thereof. But hen the 
Buſh! is away, vou will not have the Light 
of the glorious Goſpel, nor that of that Sun 
in che Heavens. O how fooliſh are they 
that; grodge the Church a Reſidence in this 
World! O blind World, that will not al- 
low Chriſt's Buſh to. abide among them, 
while, not conſidering that the holy Seed of 
the Church is the Subſtance thereof, and 
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preventeth Judgments from pouring in, like 
Nur upon37ts cf os ion -, 
: 180. And lafth, the Church of Chriſt is a 
coſtly - Buſh, -'Tho' ſhe be but as à poor 
- Bramble-Buſb, yet ſhe coſt Chriſt dearer 
chan the talleſt Cedars. in Lebanon. They 
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Teoſt bim but adds d; but ſhe coſts 
bim tedetming Blood.“ The Church is 
boughe By the Prize ob Redd. Befbre the 
Chureh could be reUemed; the So of God 
muſt die between two Thieves; he peiſe- 
eutedy uſflicted and at laſt orutifled like a 
Malefactor, on a curſed Tree. Qricoftlp 
Buſtrb-Dear'boggbr:CharehÞ 722% vn) 
In thorr;:the- Church of:Chriſtis:ahappy. 
_  Socieryy411Q! happy, eternauy happy wall 
tmey be, that can fay, am Branch of 
Chriſt's Buſt. Fot the Buſliftall be tranſ- 
—— — a — — to the — ing 
Story, and grow in verdant Beauty at 
— : forts evermore. Oh l 
then, let us all, with one Voice, ſay, We will 
be Branches of the Buſh we will rake ups 
out:Reſigdence” with the happy Buſh; whe- 
ther Proſpetity ſmile, or Adverſity frown: 
Phe other Heads in the Method, I can- 
not ſo much as touch upon at preſent; and 
therefore; leaving them to anothet Oxccaſion, 
Fhall ſhur up all with a very brief Word! 
of, AFPPLICATILI OW W 
I. Is it ſo, as has been faid';! then] Sirs, 
will you unite with this" bleſſed Buſn, 
and the Root thereof O be united and 
married to Jeſus Chriſt, and you ſhall be 
Branches of this happy Buſh. Conſider, 
that there's no Safety in evil Times, but 
being 90 * a re 
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Soc wü W Bramble$ios 
_this\World, asd conume them ta Aſhes; 
but nat dne Drop of Wrath mall Ao 

the Head of this bleſſed Buſh. Haſtto 
and eſcapr: Sira fm among che Bramſbles 

chat are deſtined to Deſtruction, unt this 
Buſh that grows' on the renowned Rot uf 
Jeſſe. Seck to he among che Trees df - 

Righttouſngfs,/ and the. Hlautingocf the 
1 Lordyandyou-ſhall.grow as) 33 
. vs by che Water Courſes, and be fat and 

1 flduriſhingiamjdiF! all the Witherinig Winds 

„ thar may blow from Rarthor Hell. 2708 

O de rellleſs till you bo brought to Jeſus 

And khnited to him 28 the living and Life? 

|| giving Vine, that ſo yu may partake» df 
= | the Sap and Juice theteot, and tllereh be! 
| reniiredi fruitful id every:good Word/and: | 
Wark} and; becauſe hs! liverh, _ may livk 

alſo.» thou axt made up for Mer, i6tlidu, 
J in Obedience unto: the: Command aud 
Z  Callio6 Gd, gireſt thy Heart to the Lord 
| Jeſus / Chi i O balieve on him, nud be 


*%. 


=  <cntiched fer ADIIEGD "16 
| ne Is it ſpp,as hascbeen ſaid; thkn, O 
berate of wronging the Buſn. The Quwticr 
4 will highly reſctid the leaſt Wrong done to 
maus tbleſed-Buſbs Wen Part, in bloody 

Rage, was perſecuting and raiſing a Flame 
in the Buſſi there aN Voice untoi hin; 
Saul, Saul, hy — thor me 4: Exery 


Stroke 


upon me: -» Whatever is, done tothe Mem- 


etz, htiſt looks pn it as dene to him- 
elf; for they and he are myſtically one, If 
Man were inflicting grievous Törtures 
upon your Son, would not every Cxy of his 
Pierce your very Heart? That is but a very 
Kaiat Reſemblance of, Chriſt's Love to Be- 
liovers; for his Loye is, like himſelf, in- 
finite. So that every Stroke ye give! his 
People, is given: to himſelf, and he will re- 
Ku it higuy, O. Sis, What ails the 
Wondat the. poor Buſh of Chriſt ;; Tis a 
pom ns oe rotor” cot | 

cem Lamb, means, and does Harm to 
endure the heavenly; Sayour of, Chriſt, that 
is About Believers, Yb be hated of all 
Man, ſay $\, Chnift, ! r . Num, Sake; 
That's à Prediction, vg be Eaterrgioment 
lie vgs Mall get from the Men of the 
onld;.,, They ſhall pe hatad. For what? 
rr Bake, that per- 
B98 Them, 206 84 ſhould tender them 
agreeable. to all. Men,, But the World 
eannot come near- Chriſt's Buſh; they 
bor her; ſhe ſmells J with 2 Sayout of 
Chtiſt about her, that the World, which 
— nothing but che Smell of Hell, hates 
er, and ſays, with the Edomies, Rae, raze 
her out of the Land; let nat the Buſh fland a 


In I Moment 


—— — — Uu 


— — — — — — — — = _ 
2 K — ——— — £ _ — 
_ 2 — — „ 
— — — 


— + 
— — net K 
* 
dio 
0 * — . 4 =C — 2 AA m_ - 
x. - Me" — 7 ˙ TERS | * 13 
—[ͤ— — r tng Fr EE ERIE SSI «8 po path on OW PPP 
— =y 8 rs * 


f 
1 
1 


9 
þ 
191 { 
1 
TEE - 
1:1 
+1: Bb 
EF | 
. 
2 
ts +1 
18 
't 'T} 
l T8 
77 Wh 
14 1 
. 
: F, 
1 4 9 


| | 
0 8 | | 
Wlewept keager * 250 55 And heuse N 
they think they weuld *»have' a And 
merry Time of it, if once the were 
roored up, and taken away; Then would 
their Floods of Iniquftret, Erroys P Paironage, 
Supremacy, Apoſtacy and *yrannical Uſurpit#- 
on over the Lord's Het age, and their 6- 
ther Darlings, flow ama: O'foolih, mad 
and frantick Perſons, urhb thus think; thus 
| act! r 24016 Y19V3- 12a inn 
j 24 4 30 fo; us hs bien uid; wech 
[ Sirs/ keep! Company with rhe Bub: 
goed to be near her; thete deb fene 
; Otumbs to. be bal dern ke "CHildren. 
But ſome of you may f ay" ( tis 4danger=- 
ous to be near her; ſhe is 4 burning Buſh, 
aul in Flame. TI tell you; Sirs; „n burming 
Fire; at a Diſtacc ' appears - Mete bor 
miclable than near at Hand. A great Di- 
vine once ſaid, Ihe Croſs appears to be d- 
Ver d be, mun when you behold ir vn 
1h Belts. Bel! vos f —— 
Buſh all in Flame, wh rey hp 
ſomewhar Wiſcolitapingland frigh js 
4 Diſtasce; yet, whe vis pin in 
ſpe& it, Will appear Men a more ee 
and amiable Aſpe 44 ehen Sirs, if 5e 
— . e | Soeforios7"ifor- Sufeay® to 
otlics;! Goods and Gear, 
now Ne no Seich better for ybtt to join 
with" And any * Thing that you loſe; while 
ebene in 


— ER 6 * — 
* m. ara _- 


3 G22 
in this Company, che Erotectot of the 
Buſh has prumiſed d rApαν⁵ it with, ten 
thouſand Timis more Ad e. Theres 
not another Society l undeboahe Cope: of 
HFleavren for Men) ro! jbin with, recorded 
in Seripture, but this alone p Thou art 
ut a deadiMlan, it thou unit not with 
it. Whatever the Flame in the Buſh id,, 
tis noqteat Matter, ſeeing chou art to be 
ale an ſecure amidft the: ſame. It them 
eareſt the laſing of: thy worldly Goads 
and Gear, Lam ſure thou canſt not laſ 
them more honourably, than to throw them 
all, yea, and Life itſelf: too, into the Flame 
for Chriſt s Sakr. And this is the fair, che 
ready Way torger all protected and ſecured 
to ou And ynurs. What is become of all 
the Perſeeutors that have harraſſed the 
People af God? Why, they are all dead 
and gone. They, andrwhat then had, ate 
moſtly periſhed from off the Earth, 
whereas the Godly, and their Seed, have 
been well and plentifully provided for, a- 
midſt all the external Hardſhips and Dif- 
ficulties they have met wich. Again, 
4. And 1aſtly, Is it ſo; as has been ſaid; 
then, O toſſed, tempted, and not comforted 
Branches of this Buſh, take Comfort. 
Why? Thy Blaſts will all ſoon be over; and 
Joy will come in the Morning. All that 
thou meeteſt with, O burning Buſh, will 
effectually 
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"HELoand Condition 0h; the Church 

and. People of Gad, in this Wilders 

neſs, n een ee Lot: „Pie 


of Jethr6 


8 5 on of E 1 


— — — 


O20» 2 — — - 
F — — — * — — — 
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ate ever and anon rolled with Tempeſts, 
* f rn Ne , | 7 meet. A 
Trials and Difficulties i in their Way to Glo- 


= h. Re 


. Man's Salvat them daily 
FT ifs teu Tet ory xndeayvauirs 


h 

= Ny Shar 5a ee, 
orld. "The Worlds th its itch- 
re: conti- 


e of 


n is ww 


ing Smiles — Were 


mo 1 72 55 continge; [Scene of 
(d-Diſaſters, Troubles nd Trials - 
kaluted "our unit them; lob that their 
l ehmes before they ent erben Nonr- 
g Ar Ponftd. o Vike- Mater. Oontempt, 
Reproach, Perſecntion, add Diſgppoint- 
ments ordinarily fill the r Cup 252 
have 58 into their Hands to drink. But, 


are the Children of God Aleirake of Com- 
fort and Hope, amidſt all theſe afftictive 
Incidents?" No ſure; tho chey are like a 
Buſh burning, yet they are not conſumed. 
Their Caſe exactly reſembles the Caſe of 
ile Buſh poke of in our Text, Behold, 4 
buried" with Fire, aud ibe Buſo was 

not con ſumed. In che Midſt of all their 
* Trials, 


ORD: a) . 
Trials; preſerving aud protecting Mercy is 


the merciful Allowance beſtowed on them 


by their Lord and Leader 

In the. Words we have now read in your 
Hearing, "Moſes is keeping the Flocks of 
his Father in Law, and, while thus employs 
ed, gets a ſignal Diſcovery: of the outward 
State and Condition of the People of God. 
They arc like a Buſh burning with Fire, and 
Nee not conſumed. Tho' this emblemarical 

epreſentation of a burning Buſh prinei- 
pally. hit the Caſe of the Jeuiſ Nation in 
che Furnace of their Egyptian Perſecution, 


yet it points out, in very lively Colours, the 


tate of the Church of Chriſt in all Ages. 
t we narrowly view her external Lot in 
her ſeveral Periods, we will find that the is 
molt firly compared to a Buſh burning, yet 
E. „ ON ICIIORS CERT 
I entred upon this Text, ſome Time, ago, 
at another Place, and, after I had eſſayed 
to divide and explain it, I obſerved this com- 
plex Doctrine from it, namely, ws 


Doct. Thar, as a fiery Furnace and devour 
ing Flame is the ordinary Lot of the Church 


e Chriſt, ſo protecting Mercy is her Al. 


bpwance from her Lord and Head, even 
in this Condition. eee 


The Method I laid down for proſetuting 
the Doctrine was this e. 
878 F Te R ws N F 414. * 1 1/8. To 
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" * Is fin Me the Church 6 of Quit 
is compared to a Buſh. | 


ad. Why to 2 burning Buſh. 
34%. What ate thoſe Flames that ls 


ger the Buſh, . 
4thly. How. it comes to paſs, that the 


Church of Chriſt, in ſuch a Situation, i is 
preſerved. 
s.# is that our Lord Jeſus 


Sthly. 


| Gin) Nit this Bulb with ſuch affectio- 


nate Care and Concern, + 
wick? TY, W Application, | the 


At that 88 1 Sith Fey the 
bel of theſe, and ſhewed, 1 in ten Particulars, 


why the Church of Chriſt is called or com- 


paredto a Buſh, 1 fhall only at preſenc 
J ſt name chem, and then proceed to the 
nlideration of the other Heads of the 
Method. W N 8 
1. 8 2 Baſh Proceeds: out of ſome Seed, 
ſo the Church. of Chriſt iſſues out of the 
oy of the Word ſown in à Goſpel- Di- 
ſpenſation. Hence, faith the Goſpel, N are 
egotten again, not of corruptible Seed, but of 
incorraptible, by the Word of God, which li- 
.weth and abidath for ever, 1 Pet. 1. 2 0 


Sirs, I would- 2 you to examine yeur- 
ts if ever the Plough of the Law was 


im- 


IG 


7 


Buſb. 
" As 2 Buſh has a Root, upon which it 


grows, {o has the Church of Chriſt; me 
grows upon the renowned Root of Jeſſe, | 


and has Sap. and Nouriſhment conveyed 
unto her therefrom, which renders her iruit- 


ful. 


: As à Buſh i is made up ner ad 


ches, ſo is it witk the Church of Chriſt; ſhe 
conſiſts of many Believers. And ſurely it 
becomes all the Branches to live in Peace 


and Harmony, without claſhing with, and 0 


; daſhing a Ainſt one another. 

4. 112 Buſh is a poor mean, and low 
Thing in the” Wald, 10 f. ir with"the 
Church of Chriſt ; ſhe makes but a very 


mean add inconſi derable Figure in the 
World: Henee is ſhe called z Worm, Fear. 


not Worm jacob. 
5. As a Buſh is expoſed to manifold 
Storms and Dangers, ſo is it with the 


Church of | Chriſt. Hence her Lord cries 


out, O thou afflifted, and toſſed with Tempeſts, 
and not eee, The Winds have blown 


apo this Buſh ever ſince it was firſt ere&- . - 


They blew hard upon it in the Days 
of Abel, dd" are blowing upon it, by 
Means of FOE As in Th 


"IF +r- ; 
7 > y © ' Y . i» wa. 
2 9. 


immortal Seed 4.9 405 * 4 ſawn in vou 
Souls: If fo, then are ye Branches of this 


1 8 7 
* wo I 7 
3 tf i 3 


5 4 Buſh, y you Know: is ase and dteſ⸗ 
ſed; ſo is it with the Church of Chriſt. 
The Holy Ghoſt himſelf is the prime Dreſ- 
ſer and Pruner of this honourable Buſh; 


and employs many Vader: Preſſers for the 
| Tame . 


7. A Buſh is hedged and guarded. It 
cannot ſtand, without bein eng ik it 
be not hedged about. . 15 o is it with 
the Church of Chriſt, Ja. v. 1, 2. My Be- 
loved had a Vineyard in a, very frm Hill, 
725 he fenced it. 

8. A Bufh is a prickly Sort of a Thing, 
e ela a Thorn-Buſh, ſuch as this was, 
as ſame think; ſo the Church of Chriſt, 
this honourable Society, if any meddle with 


her, they will haye bloody Fingers. Jeru- 
Jalem, the Holy Ghoſt tells you, is a bur- 


enſom Stone, that will cruſh to Death all 


that offer to touch her: What got Pharaoh, 


that kindled a Firs, in Chriſt's Church in 
Egypt ? What got he, I ſay ?- He got Plague 
upon Plague, and a Red Sea at length for 


his Burial, And fo will all that meddle 
wo the, Church of Chriſt. 


27 A Buſh colts the Proprietor dear; ſo 
id the rch of Chriſt; it coſt him dear, 


| Al 9 Xx. 28. Bred! the Flock of God which he 


711 WRT aled. with his own Blood. One 
ranch of this ſacred Buſh coſt the God 
of Flory dearer than Heaven and way 5 
| O 


7 


( 
How ſo; may ye 2755 Heaven and Earth 
coſt him but a Word: But this colt him 
Blood, the Blood of God. 
10, A Buſh is a ſavoury Sort of a Thing; 


juſt ſo is the Church of Chriſt. Of all the 
Societies in the World, the Society of Be- 
levers is the moſt ſavoury ; ; they: have the 


Smell ot Heaven about them. And in- 


deed, Sirs, till once ye be brought to Chtiſt's 


Fold, ye will never come out of the Mitre 
and puddle of Sin; the Pleaſures of the 


World will be more pleaſant and agreeable 
to you, than the Society of Angels and 
Saints. O this is a ſavoury Buſh! You 
are All beholden to it, Sixs. But, if once 


it were tranſplanted into the Soil of Gloty, 


' 


that Sun will not ſhine upon you any more; 
; you will enjoy no mote of the my T yp 


Time. 
I proceed ee a d 44. ee 
11. Second Thing 7 "OE to 


= why the Church is called 4 corn 
Bu ly 
1. Becauſe the Fire of Perſecurioh is ſel- 
dom out of her. Would you fee the Church 
of Chriſt > You will ſee the Fire upon her. 
The Fire of Reproach and Contumely is 
ſeldom out of the Church, and every Mem- 
ber thereof. It has been the common Lot 
of the Church to be abuſed by the ſeurri- 
lons Tongues of Men, to undergo T _ 


5 Jepous, 


— 7 


1 
| —5 ed eu the Fire i ry 
cution is v equently in her, either 
zue or n This Flame 
| led againſt the Head, and, to be 
7 — the Members need not think to 
0 Heaven without being ſinged 3 5 
In ſhort, the Fire of all Sorts of Perſecu- 
tions are commonly kindled againſt the 
Church, by Satan and his Emiſſaries, on 
ꝓurpoſe * it ene to cotlume 


Pg os" FR. 
8 Another eaſon is, becauſe of the 
ve the Owner 1 1 . towards her. 
te is a great deal: of Weeds grow. a- 
bourithis Buſh; and therefore ſhe ſtands 
in Need of the Fire for Purgation. Joby 


| w. 2. Every Branch. that .beareth Fruit, he 
it, that 7 bring orth. more Fruit. 


le purgeth it. How? Even by a fiery 
In He kindles a Fire in her to = 
her Droſs and Corruption : And tho 
nh ; Fire be painful ro. bear, yet it is very 
pr ofitable and beneficial for her. Hence, 
—— the Apolile, ge be without Chaſtiſe- 
| All are Partakers, then are ye 
"Baſtards aud net Cons, i. e. ye are Brambles, 
and got Branches of this Buſh. And a- 
gain, o 10 Aiction for the pre ſent be 
but grievozs..... Nevertheleſs, afterward, 
e eee 1 e i FS en, neſs 
v: 811 1 2. $$ 6 io 
10 | 


| 2279.71 which are exerdſed therely, this ; 
xĩi. 11. 
3. A third Reaſon is, that che Buſh m 71 
be conform to the Root, Iſa. tifi.” 
Pall grow up before bim as a tende, 
aud as 4 Noot out of | a dry Ground. 'Thas 
Chriſt is the 8 on which the Buſh 
grows; and that flie may be conform to 
her Head, and reſenible her Root, there's 
à Fire Eindled in her Heart. But do not 
take it er Believer, that the Fire is kindfed 
in thee. It may de the Fire of Affliction 
is kindled in thy V Family, aud thou nicereſt 
with ſome Croſſes there u. Beat it — 
15 deſigned to rendet thee unto 
oh gloriotis Head and Husband. Again 
306 5 rake it ill, that a Fire of Contum 
ly, Diſgrace, and Reproach is kindled 72 
on thee. For, Believer, thou mayſt be 
Alluted, chat, if the Husbahd-Nian hal noe 
4 View of raiſing vou up to the higheſt 
Pitch of Honour, he would never kitidle' 4 
Fite in Jou. Certaibly there's 2 Drop of | 
Grace in this Matter. 
"Tis called a butning Buſh. Why? 
That the great Skill of the Proptietar; in 
preſerving the Buſh, may appear, Is ir 
not wonderful, that a Hand-full of Lambs 
ſhould be preſerved in the Midſt of Wolves? 
o it is no leſs wonderful that this Buſh 
ſhould | be rowing and green in the 1 


28 | 


of Fire. And many Times the Church 
of Chriſt is molt fruitful in the Fires: For 

in theſe the Weeds are taken up, and the 
Bath is made to proſper and thrive, It 
has been obſerved by many, that Religion, 


in its Life and Power, never flouriſhed bet- 


er than in the late Times, when the 


-ord's People were hunted as Partridges 


upon the Mountains, put in Priſohs and 
. and expoſed to all the cruel 
Kage of prelatick Tyranny. Thus the Say- 
ing is verified, The Blood of the Martyrs is 
| the Seed of the Church, 
I come now to the ,, 
to ſhew what ate theſe fiery Flames that 
endanger the Buſh of Chriſt. They are 
vet) many. I ſhall juſt hint at them, 
1. Then, there is a Fire of apprehended 
and appearing Wrath. This is a Fire that 
all the Branches of this Buſh have taſted in 


* 4 


Years of Diſcretion, know this.  Wirneſs 
Peter's Heaters, in the ſecond'Chapter of 
the Ad of the Apoſtles, and Heman in the 
Jene e Pfalm, When 1 ſuffer thy Ter- 
ore, I am diſtracted. The Nature of Faith 
clearly, ſnews this. What is the Nature 
ok Faith, but a flying from the Wtath to 
come, and from one's Self, to the Lord 
Fei belt for Reiß nd Salvarign 2 8a 


* 


10 


IT. Third Thing propoſed, which was 


wo 51” 1B 


: 
74 
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142 leſs, and all that are come to 1 


| Believer ; But notice what follov 


£24 © £ . * 
| Ne 
| | that 
Ss 4 3 k , 
_ 5 


2' Fires Buſh, that ſhall not 
ith it, until it be tranſplanted into 
11 of Glory, the Paradiſe abore. 0 


fron To Body of this Death? 


25th Vetſe, 7 thank God, thre” Jeſur Chrift 
hor, Ford: 50 then, with the Mia» myſelf. 
Serve the Eat , God 5 but with the Fleſh the 
Lau of Sin. The Believer is perpetually 
harraſſed with the Fire of Sin in his Mind, 
and it is, on many Occaſſons, lik | 
up all his Graces: Bur hs may draw En- 
couragement ffom the Victory the "Ro" 
| | | 0 


ne dS 


and Corruption thar. rageth in his Soul. 
There's a River, the Streams whereof do mate 
lad the City of God; Plal. xliv. 4. And this 


River runs juſt thro” the Midſt of the Buſh, 
to quench the Flames, that are... kindled 

there. If this were not the Caſe, there 
could be no preventing of the Burning of 
the Buſh. | Hence it is ſaid, God is in the 
Midſt of her : She ball not be moued; God 
will help her, and that right early, Verſe 5. 
'Buſh, is the Eire of Perſonal or; Family 
Affliction. The 6th. Pſalm is 2 Commen- 
_ tary, upon this Subject. There ate n 
Branches of this Buſh, but what have felt 


— 


3. Another Fire. which. endangers the 


E no 


this Fire, in ſome Shape pr other. The 


Branches ate often viſited with grievous and 
— Pains and Sickneſſes on their Bodies, 
Diſappointments on their lawiul Endea- 


vours, Cc, And how often does the Lord 


make an Attack on their Families, while 
he cuts off their pleaſant Children, and 
eroſſeth the Means they we A providing 
à comfortable Livelyhood. for 


em? Job, 


a very. eminent Branch of this Buſh, was a 


very remarkable Inſtance of this, while the 
Lord kindled a. Fire againſt him, and there- 


% 


by. conſumed. and waſſed every 0 . 
im. 


But, amidſt all this, they want not Abun- 


| ai Ay "a 5 ON 
dance! of Comfort; for 'J 

and Lord, ſaith, In all their Afliions Tam. 
affiifed. He is in the Fire with them. 


I Phere'is no Fire kindled in the Church, but 


the Son of God is as eminently therein, as he 
was with the three noble Fews, when they 
were, by the tyrannical Command of tlie 
Babyloniſh Monarch, thrown into a burning 
fiery Furnace, as you may read in the 3d 
Chapter of Daniel. "Conſider, O Believers, 
that he is your All. And, if he be ſo, he will 
do all for you. He is your very Life; 
When he who is your Life ſhall appear, then 
. ſhall ye alſo appear with him in Glory, Col. iii. 
4. And what, pray, keeps the Buſh alive 
in the Midſt of the Fire? Is it not Chriſt 
himſelf? F | | . 

4. Another Fire that endangers the 
Buſh, is that of Satan's fiery Darts. Many 


Times the Devil throws his fiery Darts 


thick and threefold at the Buſh, which are 
ready to burn her up. Hence the Apoſtle 
exhorrs Chriſtians to tale the Shield of 


Faith, wherewith they may be able to quencꝰ) 


all the fiery Darts of the wicked Oue, Eph. vi. 
16. Thus, Sirs, the Buſh is ſhielded; ſhe is 
armed with the Shield of Faith, to repel all 
Satan's fiery Darts, when they are thrown 
at her. And, in this Caſe, ſhe wants not 
abundant Matter of Comfort, while the 
Lord ſaith unto her, as he ſaid unto Paul, 
141901 85 ; ; an 


eſus, their Head f 


tt; 


* 


an eminent Saint = * 205 4 Thorn in * 
| Hlejp, a, Meſſenger, Satan ſent to buffet him, 
My Grace ſhall. be ſufficient for thee: For my. 

N Strength if made perfect in Weakneſs, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. Thus the Proprietor, of, the Church 
exetts his very Strength in rn her 
in the Fire. 

5. Another Fire that endan ers the Buſh, : 

| is Fe of divine Deſertion. Nan Times 8 
the Lord wraps himſelf up in Clouds and 

kneſs, that his People cannot ſee him: 
He withdraws himſelf from them, and 
ſcems to be gone. And, upon this Ac- 
count, how often do they cry out with the 
lamenting Church, The Lord hath. forſaken. 
me, and my God bath forgotten me, Iſa. xlix. 
14. And with the Pſalmift, Is his \ Mercy 
clean gone? Hath he forgotten to be-gracious ? 

Hath he, in Anger, ſout up bis Bowels ? Does 
bis Promiſe fail for evermore? Our Lord 
himſelf met with this Fire in the. hotteſt 
Degree, when he was obliged. to cry out 
on the Croſs, . My God, My God, why haſt 
thou. forſaken me? He was deſerted; that 
they might not be forſaken for ever; he fell 
under a Cloud, that the Sun might ſhine upon 
them for ever. To preſerve the Buſh, he 
went into the Heart of the Fire: To ſave 
dhe Buſh's Life, he willingiy loſt his own. 

6. To name no more, another Fire that 
endangers the Buſh, i is d of Hof: Perſecy- 
tion 


[a 


EC 53; 

tion for Righteouſneſs Sake, whether of 
Hand or Tongue, This was very. early. 
kindled in the World, when, Cain lift up his 
Hand, and murdered his. righteous Brother. 
Abel. Haar felt ſomething of this, while the 
Apoſtle tells us, He that ua, born after the 
Ties, Perſecured. him that was born after the 
Spirit. They are Enemies, not Friends, that; 
perſecute the Buſu; Baſtard, unnatural; 
Brethren, who, like Elm cry, Raze, rage, 
Jeruſalem, to the Foundation. And this, 
eſpecially is the Cry - of all the Church 8 
apoſtate Children againſt her, while, for 
ordinary, they are the moſt keen and eruel 
Perſecutots, as Witneſs Juliun the Apo- 
Rate, O how high did this Flame riſe a= 
gainſt the Church of the Jews; when they 
were groaning. under Egyptian, Bondage? 
And how. high did it lift its bloody Head 
in the primitive Times, when, in ten 7 
Perſecutions, the Blood of the Martyrs 0 
Jeſus ran as the Waters of a River, 79 
| how, fiercely this Fire raged in the late 
bloody Reigns, we all know, when abjured 
Erelacy, {wayed both in Church and $f. 

I proceed now to the. 

IV. Fourth general Head, which was 
_ to ſhew why the Church i is preſerved when 
in the Fire. And, 

1. She is preſerved, becauſe the is gifted 
by the Father to Chriſt. AN they Tr: 

S 


ſays Chriſt, and thou haſt given them me; 
And again, Thoſe that thou haſt given me T 
hoe kept, and none f them is loſt, John xvii. 
ij 6, 12. They are gifted Perſons, and given 
1 to Him as his Crown; and ye know a Man 
[of Will Tofe much before be loſe his Crown, 
1 ot his Jewels. Well, the Church is Chriſt's 
i Jewels, as ye may ſee from Malach iii. 17; 
Whatever the World may think of them. 
1 And, to be ſure, he will take Cate of them, 
1 that none of them be loſt. He purchaſed 
wdhem at too dear a Rate, to loſe any of 


them. 1 4 
8 2. Another Reaſon why rhe'Buſh'is pre- 
4 ſerved in the Fire, is, becauſe ir is his Of- 
in fice to take Care of the ſame. He is ap- 
. pointed the. Keeper and Guardian of all his 
Wh ple, and therefore he will not fail to pre- 
4 etve them amidſt all the Fires that may be 
[ kindled againſt them. When the fiery Flame 
of Jaſtice'was kindled and juſt ready to fall 
upon our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, on Ac- 
count, of their Rebellion and Apoſtaſy from 
God, he ſtept in in the very Nick of Time, 
and quenched it, while he faith, The 'Seed f 
the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpeut's Head, 
wl Gali ld cus 
1 3. Another Reaſon why the Buſh is 


preſerved. ip the Fire, is, becauſe ſhe is u- 
nited to the Lord Jeſus, as the living and 
'Life-giving Root. And you muſt _ de- 

4 | bd { 


N foo the, Root, 1 00 can deſtroy the 
Buſh that grows thereypan. Chriſt is the 
Rock upon which the Church is But, aud 
ſurely the Gates of Hell ſhall neyet be able 
to prevail againſt her. It is indeed à de- 
ſpicable- like Creature in itſelf, but it is 
upported by a very ſtrong Root. All Be- 
lievers are united to Chriſt the true and 
living Vine, and this Union ſhall never be 
diſſolved, never be broken; neither fall 
any pluck the Branches fram the Stock! 
4. Another Reaſon, of the Buſh's Pre- i 
ſervation in the Fire, is, becauſe Guilt, 
that rendred her combuſtible, is intixely 
removed. The Curſe. of à broken Law, 
that would have infallibly burned her up, 
is altogether taken away, while Chriſt was 
made a Curſe for them. The. Fire of the 
Curſe ſpent all 1 upon the Head; 
ſo that none of it can fall upon the Mem- 
bers. Thus is the Carle eſſectually re- 
moved from all that are united to the Rog 
| Chriſt, and it is impoſſible they can be ci- 
ther hurt or ſinged thereby. Becauſe I live, 
ſays he to the Buſh, je Hall live alſo. As 
long as Life is in the Head, there cannot 
a Member die. To ſuppoſe this, would 
reflect a Stain upon the Mediator's Glory ; 
it would be @ Blur upon his Honour. 
V. The fifth Thing propoſed was to 
account for the Reaſons why the 08 
8 * *-" "PRES 
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takes ſuch an affeckionate 
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pe * 


CC 
nate Care of his Bull; 
when ſurrounded; with Fire and Flames. 
He looks not upon her as an idle Spec- 
tator, but, full of Compaſſion, beholds 


her with a ſympathizing Eye, when ſhe 


WW axeth” ont her Complaints unto him. 
What may be the Reaſon of this?” 


. Love is one Reaſon : I ave loved 


thee, ſays he, with; an everlaſting Love; 


therefore with loving Kindneſs have I drawn 
zhee. , And his Care and Compaſſion: muſt 

x according to his Love. What one loves, 
he cannot miſs to exerciſe an affectionate 


Cate about. 


| / 
2. Another Reaſon is, becauſe the Buſh 
is committed to his Cate. None can take 
Care of the Buſh, but the Proprietor. 
Neither Angels nor Men can perform this 


'Office for her, for a Moment. What Arm 
could have protected the Buſh, amidſt the 


devouring Fite, but the Arm of Jehovah. 
When the Fire of apprehended Wrath is 
kindled in thy Boſom, Man, nothing can 
quench it but the Blood of Jeſus. © All the 
Waters of the Flood of Noah, that over- 
whelmed and drowned the old World, could 
not quench that Fire; all the Blood of the 


Creatures, tho? poured out at once, could 


not do it. No Blood but that of the Church's 
Proprietor could effectually quench the Fire 
= * 5 3. An- 


28525 3. A ee 0 5 Lotd TY 
beige 1 U a Hora when 15 the Fre, With 
an affectionate Care and Concern, is, be- 
cauſe he is dear bought: Aud what is dear 


peo commonly Frag) made of, What 


g him, n fay? She colt him 
cite Sch, 125 flo 


| 55 Hood. lx 
n Man Huth, 1 Satan concerning 


will he give fir bit: 1 And yet rid 
Toe With his oy Big his poor Buſh, 
hus is ſhe 4 colt uſh ; and ſo is elſeem- 
ed by him as a) Crown. and Diadem 3 in his 
Hand. $0463 5 | 
nd + Another Reaſon of this is, Stoner 
The is helpleſs in herſelf; and cannot afford 
herſelf any Affiſtance àmidſt all the Dau- 
gers that may .overtake her. And indeed, 
if the Proprietor ſhould relinquiſh her, ſhe 
would be extinguithed b the Fires "that 
are. OT 2840 hex. OS: Church, Sirs, 
is expoſed to many Dangers and Flames. 
Our Lord hath told us, chat ſhe Hall be 
Hured of all Men for bis Name Sabe. She 


is the Obje# of the World's Hatred and 


Malice; and evety Body is fill hacking 
at her 't6 deſtroy her. And thereforc 
does the Lord exerciſe Pity, Compaſſion 
and Care towards her. And tho' ſhe is 
ae of all Men; Fr ſhe is taken' Cate of 
him: The leſs Help ſhe hath from 
Eank, the more ſhe ain from Heaven. 
H Witneſs 
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Wirneſs Jacob, an extraordinary Branch of this 
Buſh; he was attacked by Laban his Father in Law, 
at one Time; and by his own Brother Eſau, at an- 
other. Well, what got he to ſupport him in this 
difficult Caſe? Why, the Lord Jeſus himſelf, mani- 
feſted himſelf wondrouſly. ro him, and bridled the 
Rage ot his powerful Enemies, and of Wolves ma e 
them Lambs. The Church muſt not be attacked 
with Enemies, before, behind, and one every Hand, 
without having any to care for her. The Lord is 
and will be her almighry Helper and powerful 
Protector. She would ſoon be deſtroyed by her 
malicious Foes, if the Owner did not take an e- 
ſpecial Care of her. When Herod ſtretched forth 
his Hand, to vex the Church of Chriſt, the Lord per- 
mirred him indeed to kill James the Brother of John 
with the Sword; but when he was going to maſ- 
ſacre Peter like ways, the Lord ſteps in for his Re- 
lief, and accompliſhes a merciful Deliverance for 
him our of the Hands of the bloody Wolf. Thus 
he manifeſted himſelf moſt remarkably to be the 
Keeper of his People. $01: 
5. Another Reaſon of this is, becauſe the Buſh 
is uſeful and fruitful. When curſed Cain meddled 
with godly Abel, there is a Mark of Infamy put up- 
on him: But he ſets a Mark of ſpecial and diſtin- 
guiſhing Favour upon his own People, Exzek. ix. 
4. Set a Mark upon the Foreheads of the Men that 
| figh and cry for all the Abominations that are done in 
the Midſi of the City. The Lord's People are very 
uſeful in the World; they are Bleſſings to the Men 
they live among. They do more Service, by their 
Prayers and Piety, for a Land and Nation, than ſtout 
Armies and numerous Fleets. Hence ſaith Eliſha of 
the Prophet Elijah, My Father, my Father, the Cha- 
riots Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof. God will 
be glorified in bis Saints. Tho? the World look 
upon them, as Dives did upon Lazarus, with Con- 
1 * rempr 


5 ( 59 ) 
tempt and Diſdain, yer they ſhall be ſer at the Table 
above, where the unhallowed Bramble ſhall nor dare 


- 


to ſer up its Head. ta eh 
Having thus briefly diſcuſſed rhe doctrinal Part 
of this Diſcourſe, I proces to make ſome prac- 
tical Improvement of the Whole, and that in few 
Words. : 1 
I. Is it fo, that the Buſh of Chriſt, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe be ſurrounded with Fire and Flames, 
ſhall never be extinguiſhed or conſumed; then, Sirs, 
take up your Quarters in this Buſh. Can you be ſa- 
ter than where the King of Glory lodges > Fſalm 
ex xxii. 13, 14. The Lord bath choſen Lion; be bath 
dieſired it for his Habitation. This is my Reſt for ever; 
here will I dwell, for I bave defired it. Tho' the 
Lord be higher than the Higheſt, and greater than 
the Greateſt ; rho? he be the bigh and lofry One who 
inbabiteth Eternity, and dwelleth in an high and 
| lofty Place; yer he condeſcends ro dwell with the 
humble and lowly Branches of his Buſh, He 
dwells with it, and in ir. O, Sirs, it you would 
be ſafe, in evil and perillous Times, join yourſelyes 
ro the Buſh of Chriſt. Some, whenever Satan or 
the World raiſe a Storm of Perſecution againſt the 
Buſh, fly from it as from a devouring Fire. But, 
O fooliſh and ſlow of Heart to believe that Chriſt 
is in the Buſh, and able to deliver it from all Storms 
and Tempeſts whatever. There is no Safety but 
by being in this Society. Deſolation and Deſtruc- 
tion may overwhelm all other Societies; but, as 
for this Society, no Evil ſhall come nigh any of ber 
Dwellings. What the Lord ſaid 3 the 
Children of Vrael in Egypt holds true with Refe- 
rence unto all bis * 2 e and 
Fires. I have ſeen, I have ſeen the Affliction 0 
People which are in Egypt, and I have beard the 
Groaning, and am come down to deliver them, Adts 
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. Is it fo; that this Buſh Nun be conſu- 
med, not wichſtandinę all the Fires and Flames thar 
79 ber; then all ſuch as kindle a Fire in her 
Joſe all their Pains and Labour. Tho- many Flames 
have been kindled againſt her, to burn her quite up, 
yet ſhe is ſtill to the fore. Phat Fire is not kindled 
et, that ſhall be able ro conſume her. Pharnob 
indled a Fire in che Buſh, ben it was in Egypt, 
While, * a bloody Edict, he gave Commandmen 
to kill all the male Children: But, the more they 
were ſlain, rhe more they grew. Jult ſo was it in 
the Days of Tyranny FE; Perſecution ; the more 
the Lord's People were opprefied and harraſſed, the . 
more they increaſed. Sô that Perfectrars ſpend 
their Labour in vain, in thinking ro get the Buſh 
Footed up and conſumed. Neither Men nor Devils 
hall ever be able to effectuate their bloody Pur- 
eee eee ee 
3. Is it ſo, that rhe Church ſhall remain in Safe- 
ty amidſt all rhe Fires kindkd againſt her; rhen 
we may ſee a great Difference berwixt the Fire 
that is kindled upon the Godly, and that which 
f r. 4 kg The - is a Fire of 
vindictive Wrath, thai ſhall perpetually prey upon 
them, and ſhall never be 885 0800 the ſmar- 
ting Pain of which they ſhall roar and howl fort 
ever: The other is only a Fire of farberly Chaſ- 
tiſement and Correction, that has no Mixture of 
Wrath in it; bur is ſolely deſigned to ds them Ser- 
vice, to purify and reſine them, as Gold and Silver 
are purged in the Fite. The one comes out of the 
Fire a black Devil, the other a fair Jewel. 
4. Is it fo, that a fiery Flame is the ordinary 
5 of rhe Children of Chriſt; then ye may well 
know where his Buſh grows. How ſhall we know 
that. tnay ye ſay 2 Wherever ye ſee a Fire of Per- 
ſecution kindled, by All other Parties combining, 
there is the Buſh of Chriſt: For the Buſh goa 
4 ** | ire 


" — 


> 4 


Bo, 2. Þ» - | 
Fire ll for pe | —— dal ur ol i Clef 
eſus, ſpall ſuffer Perſecutiqn, ſays the Apoſtle, 
1. fü. 420 It a Religion — up in wy beg 
and is generally applauded, you have great Reaſon 
to ſuſpect it as not coming trum „ hu from 
the Devil. The Religion of Jeſus Was never yer 
applauded and extolled by the Men of the World, 
and never will be fo: For it lies croſs to their Has 


mours and Inclinations; and therefore they can: 


unto these, it will render thee fruitful in eyery goc 


not away with iti. Whereas the Religion which 
Saran, as transformed into an Angel of Light, pror 
pagates, is agreeable ro the Humours and Inclina - 
tions of carnal Men, and therefore meets with the 
Acclamarions' and Applauſes of a carnal World, 
Wherever Satan bends; his Fury and Rage, there, 
undoubtedly, the Church of Chriſt is. 
How ſhall I know, may one ſay, whether the 
Fire, that is kindled upon me, be ſanctified or no? 
Unro which, I anſwer, you will know it by its 
his People, producerh very bleſs) Hüte, f they 
haſt got Good by the Fire, of whatever Kind ir 
be, that is kindled againſt thee, then ir has produced 
much Humiliry and Abaſemenr in thee; ir has 
elipt the: Wings of thy Pride, and rendred thee 
low in thy Eſteem. And if A ffliction be ſanRified 


Word and Work, in regard \wharſoeyer hindr 
thy Growth and Progreſs in Holineſs, will be 
burnt and conſumed in the Fire thereof. And tho 
the Tools that are generally made uſe of, for 
kindling the Fire, be wicked Folks, and the Fires 
be kindled upon a belliſh and unhallowed Peſign, 
not to pteferve and purity, but hurt you; yet che 
Lord is in the Fire, and will give it à quite dif- 
ferent Turn, ſo that, by Means thereof, thou Malz 
grow and increaſe, and be filled with the Frajts- 
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with your Lord 


: „ 
Righteouſneſs; which are by Foſus Chriſt, unto be 
Preiſe Ws of God. 97 i 


Fi. Is it ſo, chat Chriſt is in the Midſt of the 


burning Buſh to preſerye ber; then, Sirs, never 


| uu -with your Lord's Conduct in this Matter. 
V he 


never Fire is kindled in the Buſh, ſay, Ie is 

of the Lord; let him do what ſeemeth bim good. 
When Sbimei curſed David, be ſaid; Let bim alone; 
it may be the Lord bath bidden him. Submit unto 
what Fires the Lord ſeerh meet to tryſt thee with. 
Let no frerful or repining Word, on this Account, 
drop from your Mouths: Neither let any mur- 
muring Tate oy up in your Mind. Say, 
' Maſter, Not my Will, but thine, 

Q Lord, be done. And let it comfort you, Belie- 
vers, that tho* the Bellows of Eraſtian or eccle- 


fiaſtick Tyranny blow up the Fire againſt you; yer 


the Lord will be with you, that ſo the Fire ſhall 
nor burn you, nor the Flame thereof kindle upon 
you. And when he hasſerved his own Purpoſes of 
the Bellows, be*'l throw them into the Fire, where 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched. 
6. Is it ſo, that preſerving Mercy guards and 
ſuperinrends the Buſh of Chriſt, in the very Heart of 
all Fires that may be kindled againſt her; then, O 
Believers, rejoice, rejoice, (I ſay) in your God and 
Protector. And good Reaſon have you for this 
Exerciſe: For your God has removed the Curſe 
from every Fire that ſhall touch you. He bas 
raken away the Curſe. of rhe fiery Law, and of 
vindictive Juktice, that was ready to ſcorch and 
rorment you in the Days of your Unregeneracy. 
Ye are not under the Law, bur under Grace, 
And there is not the leaſt Drop of Wrath in all 
the Fires that are kindled againſt you. And take 
Courage amidſt all the Tryals you meet with; for 


they ſhall all tend to your Preſervation, Improve- 


ment and Growth. Tho' now you may 1 * 
| ike 


| T3. 
like ſo many ſapleſs and withered 'T wigs. amidit 
the Fire, yer, in the Iſſue, you ſhall. grow green 


and flouriſh:in the Courts of your God. You ſhalt 


never be buint up, tho? all the Fires of Hell and 
Earth were kindled againſt you. For you ar 
united to Chriſt, and have an In- being in him, an 
he ſhall be aſſoon burnt up as you. Lea, oppo 
a Branch of Chriſt's Buſh were caſt into the Fire of 
Hell; yer it would nor ſo much as ſinge it, in re- 
gard all its combuſtible Matter is wholly taken 
away. * e ee e efron} 
7. Is it ſo, thar Jeſus Chriſt is in the burni 


Buſh to preſerve her; then, O Sirs, beware of all 


other Fires! Beware of the Fire of Sin, and of 
Defection from the Lord; for he is not in theſe 
Fires: Tou will never find him in theſe. Flames, 
but to conſume you. O be exhorted to beware 


of the Fires of Sin, and of departing from the 
Lord, and back-ſliding from his Truths and Cauſe! 
Theſe are pertniicious Fires, and attended with very 


diſmal Effects. And, be who they will, whether 
high or low, rich or poor, that are out of this 
Buch, and have no Connexion there with, we pro- 

claim them, in the Name of God, to be Saran's 
Brambles. And we declare, that, if they continue 


ſo, our Lord Jeſus will, at the laſt Day, gather 


them and bind them in Bundles; and throw them 
into an unquenchable Fire. 2 1 

_- Laſtly, Is it fo, that Jeſus Chriſt is in the Midſt 
of the burning Buſh to protect and preſerve. her; 


then, O Sirs, never be athamed of Chriſt, nor of 


bis Truths, Cauſe and People. Whatever Fire is 
Ekindled in the Buſh, let it by ao Means render thee 
aſhamed of Chriſt, or move thee to deny and a- 
bandon him. Rather than deſert your Lord and 
Protector, embrace Moſes's Choice ; he choſe rather 
to ſuffer — with the People of God, than to 
enjoy the P 
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folutely | adhett unto! im and his Way; 
pf all con be 1 and yo ſhall 
to 1 Land of pertect Relt, conſummate Fame 
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